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A GLANCE at 20 YEARS of SERVICE to THE LORD in MEXICO 

HARVEST HANDS MINISTRIES’ 20th ANNIVERSARY 
1999-2019 

 

 

Garry and Terry Mathewson  
Founders of Harvest Hands Ministries, 

touching lives for Christ for 20 years in Mexico! 

First Project and 
Work Team 2000 

HOSTING WORK TEAMS  
Serving, blessing, loving 

Garry with Tarahumara girls receiving school supplies and 
dolls. They loved their new dolls and put them in their shawls 
to carry them on their backs just like the women carry the 
babies! Many thanks to Hands of Love, Fluvanna Comm. 
Church in Jamestown, NY, who sent 177 beautiful hand-made 
dolls to Mexico this year!   2001 Mission Trip to Samachique 

Visit our NEW website: www.harvesthandsministries.org 

2006 



 

Page 2 HARVEST HANDS MINISTRIES 

2002 

2002 

ARRANGING FOR  
WHEELCHAIRS 

These  
These older 
photos lack 
the clarity 

of the  
originals.  

  However,  
we wanted 

to share 
these  

precious 
memories 
with you! 
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2002 

2003 

2004 

From the rising of the sun unto the going down 
of the same the LORD’S name is to be praised. 

Psalm 133: 3 KJV 

Celia has been serving as program coordinator in Mexico for the student program for many years and is now on staff with Harvest Hands. 
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THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD                                                
New Sanctuary Construction 1999-2004 

Resplandor De Vida WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Women’s group began in 2007 and merged in June 2013 to a church service for men & women 

Resplandor De Vida  
SEWING CLINIC 2008 

for local community women 
was an exciting event! 

MEXICO CHURCH DEDICATION 
 

The Church of the Good Shepherd, Guadalupe, Mexico, held its 
Dedication Ceremony on August 21st.  Representatives of four of 
the U.S. churches who sent work teams to help in the construction 
were present.  September 1st marked five years ago that we began 
the construction of the new sanctuary.  Twenty-seven sound 
boards, 300 new blue chairs and a new sound system were all pro-
vided for by the Lord to complete the beautiful building!  The guest 
speaker was Bishop Moises Sandoval who is bishop over the 200 
Pentecostal Holiness churches in Mexico.   Pastor Manuel Barraza 
counted approximately 500 people in attendance.   It certainly was 
a glorious celebration, including a Mexican dinner complete with 
“aguas frescas”, (fresh fruit drinks).  The church held services for 
seven evenings following the dedication to commemorate the 
“Vision Realizada,” (fulfilled vision).    Zechariah 6:15. 

2004 

“Even those who are far away shall come and build the temple of 
the Lord.  Then you shall know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me 
to you.  And this shall come to pass if you diligently obey the voice 

of the Lord your God.”  Zechariah 6:15 

Pastor Manuel Barraza,  Bishop Moises 
Sandoval and praise team 

Garry & Terry Mathewson 
 Pastor Manuel Barraza & his wife Tita 

La Iglesia El Buen Pastor 
The Church of the Good Shepherd 
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RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY 

About 200 people attended the cere-
mony Oct. 2, 2010. 
Praise was accompanied by tambou-
rine dancers and several Mexican 
government officials spoke along with 
Joaquin and Garry Mathewson who 
shared memories of the work teams 
from 2004-2010. Following a mes-
sage from Pastor Nacho, Resplandor 
De Vida’s children and staff were pre-
sented.  As the ribbons were cut at 
the entry door to the new dormitory, 
more than 100 balloons were sent up 
to the sky.  Following a tour of the 
new facility, a wonderful Mexican din-
ner was enjoyed by all of the guests.  

DEDICATION SERVICE 

A time to praise, celebrate,  
reflect and give all the Glory to God! 

Resplandor de Vida 
Children’s Home                

Construction 
 

 Opened 
OCTOBER 2, 2010 

RESPLANDOR DE VIDA CHILDREN’S HOME 

 Resplandor de Vida...A children’s home located in the outskirts of 

Juarez, Mexico...Five years of construction and several months of finalizing the 

details, and the day we have all awaited is here!  The children have started arriv-

ing.  They live in one dormitory divided in half;  the boys being separate from the 

girls.  Each side has living quarters for the dorm parents, a large bathroom, living 

room and bedrooms.  The building is 40’ x 120’, built of block and beautifully 

painted inside and out, including the floors.  It is well insulated and has two fur-

naces, 4 air conditioners and a laundry room.  A second dormitory is under con-

struction and once complete, each dormitory will house either 25 boys or 25 girls.  

The dorm bedrooms are furnished with a bed & locker for each child.  The com-

pound also has a kitchen and dining hall located in a separate building with staff 

housing on the second level. Before the doors could open, final touches had to be 

completed.  Emergency lights, evacuation signs, a dividing wall in the dormitory 

hallway and so forth were some of the things attended to.  There were several 

inspections by government agencies. A clinic was built near dormitory #2 where 

the doctor can do check-ups on the children.  It is close to completion.  The dining 

hall & kitchen were freshly painted. 

THE CHILDREN HAVE ARRIVED! 
Resplandor De Vida Children’s Home opens in Juarez, MX 

Joaquin Estupinan, Director of Resplandor De Vida, with the children 
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Calvary Chapel Sun City of El Paso brought 
their love, talents and props across the border 
for a 2-day VBS for the children at Resplandor, 
local community & 2 churches.  Part of chil-
dren’s dorm #2 first level was transformed into 
a colorful cave and everyone experienced an 
exciting boat ride with Jesus and his disciples 
and participated in bible lessons, games, art, 
etc.  The children and staff of RDV donned 
costumes and portrayed biblical characters 
during the dramas.  The exciting boat ride 
included motion, lights, sound and the children 
even had the chance to ‘walk on water.’ 

A young girl displays her VBS art project 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS 

2016 

STREET MINISTRY 

2011 

We pulled up in our van to 
the home of 5 of our stu-
dents to drop off some of 
their school uniforms on a 
very hot August day.  I saw 
2 children jumping up and 
down gleefully in blue bar-
rels with water in them.  I 
asked the children, “What 
are you doing?”  They an-
swered, 
“Nadando!” (Swimming)   
As I entered their home, I 
saw that they had not one 
toy or dish in the house.  I 
asked them where their 
Christmas shoe box gifts 
were and they said they 
shared them with their cous-
ins who received nothing for 
Christmas.  The children 
were quite content. They 
lived amidst swarms of flies, 
with only a gallon of water  
in the refrigerator and a pot 
of beans cooking on an elec-
tric burner unit on the  

floor.  The mom is single with 6 children.  
Please pray for this family.   Many thanks to 
all of our supporters who sponsor children to 
go to school in Mexico.  It’s an incredible 
opportunity and can make a tremendous dif-
ference in their futures.   
 
On behalf of the many needy children in this 
program, we thank you! 

Swimming in the Desert 
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 FEEDING PROGRAMS 

HARVEST HANDS MINISTRIES has been 
feeding children since 2000.  We have had 
feeding programs in El Faro, Guadalupe, 

Granjas del Desierto, and at 
 Resplandor De Vida.   

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
 BOX PROGRAM 

ANNUAL SCHOOL SUPPLY BAG  
PROGRAM 

STUDENT SPONSORSHIP 



2019-20 STUDENT SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

Ángel Aylín Beverly Blanca Brayan 

Carolina Dana Elías Erik Gabriel 

Caleb 

Gerson 

Jehú Jaime Jade Hilary Isaac 

Jeliel Johan Jonathan G. Jonathan S. 

Isaí 

Jorge José 

Lucas Martín 

Rosa Ricardo 

Jovana Juan Keilani Kenia 

Michell Mireya Nallely Noé 

Steven Sujey 

  

Yadira Yamileth 

 

Yaneth  

      

Abdiel Abigail Adrián Adriana Adrieli Alondra 



 

 

     

    

     

Emily 

Sarah 

Estiv Evelyn Alexa Felix 

Jennifer Jesús Joaquin Johan Z. Jonathan H. 

Gabriel 

Teresa Melani 

Yamileth  

Marcos 

 

 

 

   

      

Alan Angel Noe América  Andrés Bianca Eduardo 

RESPLANDOR DE VIDA CHILDREN 

Miguel Angel 

Ivan 

Herman  

RESPLANDOR DE VIDA CHILDREN’S HOME 2019 

CHILD SPONSORSHIP is $35/month or $420 annually 
For more information please visit our website: www.harvesthandsministries.org 
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I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. Ps 139:13-14 

Ricardo 
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2019 WORK TEAMS 

 

 

Western New York Team  
July 2019 

Oakfield Alabama Baptist, Oakfield, NY 
Genesee Country Church, Oakfield, NY 

Calvary Baptist Church, Le Roy, NY 
Sugar Grove Free Methodist, Sugar Grove, PA 

Youngsville Free Methodist, Youngsville, PA 
Others from OH, MS, CA 

August 2019 

Justice For All, Rock Valley, IA  January 2019 

Church on the Rock, NY  February 2018 

Free Christian Church, Andover, MA  April 2019 

A  

heartfelt 

Thank You 

to our 

2019 

TEAMS!! Church on the Rock, Lakewood, NY  February 2019 

His Providence Church, Seekonk, MA 
Everett First Christian Reformed, Everett, WA 

Others from WY, SD, IA, MN, RI 
 October 2019 



                                                       
And the King shall answer and say                       
unto them, ‘Verily I say unto you,                           
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto                           

one of the least of these my brethren,                                                       
ye have done it unto me.’  

KJV Matthew 25:40 

May the Lord be glorified! 

Garry & Terry Mathewson 

OUR MISSION 

The mission of Harvest Hands      
Ministries is to nurture and disciple 
families, particularly impoverished 

children, by providing care-giving and 
educational programs so                    

that they might reach their full                     
potential and know the hope                                            

in Jesus Christ. 

Dear Friends, Twenty years! It’s 

amazing how fast the time has gone! 

Looking through our newsletters from 

the past 20 years as we prepared to 

share with you some highlights, was 

such a joy!  We have met so many 

wonderful people in Mexico who have 

become friends and brothers or sis-

ters in Christ along with all of YOU, 

our prayer partners, supporters and 

team participants!  New friends have 

become some of our oldest friends 

now.  Some have gone to be with the 

Lord and we are grateful to have 

served with each one.  Many of you 

are part of the memories and we 

hope that your own experiences with 

us are reflected upon as dearly as 

ours.  Whether you have been to 

Mexico in person or have made this 

work possible through prayer or sup-

port, we are grateful for you!  As you 

read this newsletter, may you also 

take joy in knowing that many lives 

have been touched and changed for 

eternity by the Lord Jesus Christ as 

God has so faithfully shaped and 

grown this ministry! Children have 

been loved, fed, clothed, sheltered, 

nurtured, and educated through the 

programs of Harvest Hands because 

of YOUR continued and faithful part-

nership.  THANK YOU! 

MESSAGE FROM THE MATHEWSONS 

HARVEST HANDS MINISTRIES CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Office: 716.232.4297 
Email: hhm99info@gmail.com  

 Website: www.harvesthandsministries.org 
Facebook: Harvest Hands Ministries (Group) 

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS:   

 Harvest Hands Ministries    
 6636 S Portage Rd    Westfield, NY 14787      

 ONLINE DONATIONS:    

www.harvesthandsministries.org  
by PayPal Credit Card or PayPal  
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CHILDREN’S DORM #2 CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 
 

Harvest Hands’ last team in 2019 came in October.  Twenty-three volunteers 
from Washington State, Minnesota, S. Dakota, Wyoming, Rhode Island & 
Massachusetts all came together to work on the first floor of children’s dormi-
tory #2.  Our goal was very aggressive as we hoped to finish all that was left 
to do, a considerable amount.  HVAC pros led the way as the team installed 
approximately 120 feet of main duct, legs running into all the rooms and 2 gas 
furnaces in just 4 days.  The system was tested and it works well!  Others in-
stalled 17 doors throughout the dorm.  This was no small feat as each door had 
to be custom fitted within a cement frame.  Other projects were painting, ce-
ramic, toilet installation, window & door trim.  The punch list (what’s left to 
do) is minimal and we should have dorm #2 completed by the January 2020 
mission team, Lord willing. 
Psalm 133:1 “How good and pleasant it is when brothers come together in 
unity…”  This was especially true during this Oct. team week.  Many of the 
participants expressed a desire to join together again to serve at RDV after 
such a wonderful time serving the Lord in a common cause. 

 



2019 HARVEST HANDS MINISTRIES PROGRAMS 

RESPLANDOR DE VIDA:  HARVEST HANDS has constructed a children ’s shelter in the outskirts of Juarez, MX. This is a home to 
impoverished children ages 4-18 and is located in the Desert Farms colonia.  God has called us here to work with the poorest of poor. 
Dormitory #1 is open and has 25 children living there. Dormitory #2 is almost complete. The mission at RDV is directed by Joaquin 
Estupiñan and his wife Dalia. 
CHILD SPONSORSHIP:  HARVEST HANDS has started a new program to sponsor individual children at Resplandor De Vida Chil-
dren’s home.  Please see page 9 of this newsletter for more information. 
CHURCH SERVICES:  Weekly services are held at RDV for the people of the local colonias on Friday mornings and include 
praise & worship, a message and prayer.  Daycare with breakfast is provided for the children.  A service is also held for the mothers of 
the children at RDV on Friday afternoons. 
71 MEXICAN STUDENTS SPONSORED DURING THE 2019-20 ACADEMIC YEAR:  This year 71 Mexican students are attend-
ing school from Kindergarten through University because of the scholarships provided by HHM supporters. Tuition, bus fare, books, 
scholastic & sport uniforms, shoes, sneakers, under clothing, backpacks, personal care items and school supplies are provided.   
SCHOOL SUPPLY BAG PROGRAM:  School supply bags were distributed in Mexico to needy school age children.                            
These school supplies were purchased and assembled by friends of HHM.   
CHRISTMAS SHOE BOX PROGRAM: Annually, Harvest Hands  Ministries has a drive to collect gift boxes for children in Mex-
ico.  This year, gifts will go to the children at Resplandor De Vida Children’s Home,  Pastors Noe & Suky Beltran’s church, other 
churches and all the students (& their siblings) in the Mexican Student Sponsorship Program.  The children are so delighted with 
these Christmas gifts!   
PASTORAL SUPPORT:  HHM supports Pastors Noe & Suky Beltran in Mexico and also fully supports the directors and staff 
of Resplandor de Vida monthly. 
AMERICAN TEAMS HOSTED:  Six American teams came to volunteer in 2019 doing construction, vacation bible schools, 
preaching & door-to-door ministry/evangelism.  A Short Term Mission Trip Brochure is available by contacting us at                                          
hhm99info@gmail.com. 
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE:  HHM helps the needy with prescriptions and surgeries when possible. 
FOOD DISPENSING:  Visiting American teams make food bags to pass out in the local colonia (community) on their cultural day. 

Food is also dispensed after the Friday church service to those that attend as well as to those that ask during the week and at Pastors 

Noe & Suky Beltran’s church.   Visit our new website at  www.harvesthandsministries.org 
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